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October 2014 – Newsletter 

(Newsletter Editor – Aaron Taylor) 
 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 
 

We are very excited about our current production!  
 
Disney’s “BEAUTY AND THE BEAST” premiered 
at Maitland Town Hall on October 8 and will 
continue for another two weeks at: 

 Newcastle Grammar School “Park 
Campus” (Oct 18); and, 

 James Theatre, Dungog (October 25, 
26). 

 
Tickets can be booked via our online box office at 
www.mgasams.org or by phoning 0456 727 861. 
Please leave a message if the phone is 
unanswered and we will return your call. Tickets 
will also be available for purchase at the door 
prior to each performance. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

 
50 YEARS! 

 

On August 16 many of our current and former 
members came together at a dinner to celebrate 
the Society’s 50th Anniversary. This was a lovely 
evening with great company, good food and 
enjoyable entertainment provided by our talented 
orchestra members.  
 

The society would like to thank everyone who 
came to join the festivities and celebrate with us! 
Particular thanks go to Geoff McLaren, Amber 
Lewis and Coralie Lewis as well as everyone else 
who helped organise and prepare the evening.  
 
We look forward to another strong and successful 
50 years! 
 

ORCHESTRA CONCERT 
 

Our very talented orchestra are in the process of 
organising a full orchestra concert to be 
presented in various locations in early 2015. 
Committee member, musical director and 
orchestra member, Callan Creed, is generously 
leading the arrangements of this concert along 
with fellow orchestra member and one of our very 
valued repetiteurs, Linda Hamilton. Several other 
orchestra members are also involved organising 
this event and we thank them all for their efforts. 
 
Exact dates and venues will be announced 
shortly via our website, Facebook page, our next 
newsletter and through other means of 
communication. Watch this space!    
 

FAREWELL MGASAMS 
 

We are excited! No, the Society is not facing its 
final curtain; we’re just taking on a new stage 
name! It was voted on by our members at our 
recent Annual General Meeting to officially 
change our name to Maitland Musical Society 
Inc. 
 
This is an important change and is beneficial to 
our future success. Our new name will reflect our 
modern versatility and eclectic nature. It 
maintains some tradition in that we acknowledge 
our Maitland foundations. It is also representative 
of the diverse nature of our modern performances 
and productions. We are becoming known as a 
company that can pull off classic Gilbert and 
Sullivan as well as uplifting children’s musicals, 
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epic Sondheim adventures, enchanting Disney 
fairy tales and rich orchestra concerts. Our new 
name matches our new image in the community. 
 
It was decided that we will start working under 
this name after our upcoming season of “Beauty 
and the Beast”. Be on the watch for the launch 
our new name and look in the media. 
 

 MEMBERSHIP 
 

All 2013 memberships expired as of our AGM. In 
order to renew your membership you must either 
complete a new membership form and return it 
with the appropriate fee or complete the process 
online at www.mgasams.org.  
 

INTO THE WOODS 
 

The creative team that brought you the ten-time 
CONDA nominated 2013 production of “Sweeney 
Todd” and the highly acclaimed 2012 production 
of “Little Women” are very excited to take the 
helm of the 2015 season of “INTO THE 
WOODS”. 
 
Aaron Taylor and Callan Creed will join forces to 
take on what will be a challenging but engaging 
and entertaining production that will be staged 
across Maitland and Newcastle in May 2015. 
 
Auditions will be held November 9, 10 and 11 and 
bookings can be made online at mgasams.org 
using the online system or by contacting Aaron 
Taylor on 0437 015 252 (phone or text message 
is fine). Once you book an audition you will be 
directed to a website with required audition 
material. 

 
TO MARKET, TO MARKET 

 

Get thee to Maitland Markets! 
 
Our stall operates at the Maitland Markets on the 
first Sunday of every month between 8am-2pm. 
You can drop by and purchase delicious 
cupcakes and slices and help us raise important 
funds for our productions – all proceeds from this 
stall go towards the financial operations of the 
Society. 
 
An infinite thank you 
must go to Coralie 
Lewis and Amber 
Lewis for the tireless 
effort and commitment 
that they continue to 
display in making sure 
that this venture 
operates every month! 
 

 
 

CONGRATS AND GOOD LUCK 
 

The committee and the members of the Society 
would like to extend a big congratulations to all of 
our current and past members who have just 
recently graduated from high school. We would 
like to publicly acknowledge: 
 

 Freya Meredith (graduating from Hunter 
School of the Performing Arts) – Freya is 
a very dedicated member and has 
performed in principal and ensemble 
roles as well being choreographer and 
part of the crew for several productions. 
Freya is currently a member of the 
“Beauty and the Beast” cast. 
 

 Jess Osborne (graduating from Hunter 
School of the Performing Arts) – Jess has 
been a valued member of the Society for 
a long time and has played numerous 
roles in many productions. 
 

 Michael Andrews (graduating from 
Hunter Christian School) – Michael 
showed us how talented he is in his 
CONDA nominated performance of 
Tobias in last year’s production of 
“Sweeney Todd”. 
 

The Society congratulates you all! We also wish 
you the best of luck in your upcoming HSC 
Examinations and for the wonderful adventures 
you will embark on afterwards. 
 
Our best wishes go out to Lizzy Lindus, currently 
preparing to play Belle in “Beauty and the Beast”, 
for her wedding to be held on Saturday October 
4! We are sure that this will be an amazing day 
for you, congratulations! 
 
As well as our Belle having exciting news, 
“Beauty and the Beast” husband and wife team 
also have a wonderful announcement! Angie and 
Stuart Ussher recently announced that they are 
expecting a beautiful new baby on Valentine’s 
Day, 2015! Congratulations to you both and we 
wish you all the happiness in the world. 
 
We would also like to acknowledge and 
congratulate one of our young, talented and very 
valued orchestra members, Prue Massey. On 
Saturday September 13, Prue held the position of 
concertmaster as she led the Newcastle Youth 
Orchestra in their presentation of the world 
premiere of William Jeffery’s “#NYOLO”. 
Congrats, Prue! 
 

 
 
 

http://www.mgasams.org/


 3 

UPDATE TO CHILD PROTECTION 
LEGISLATION 

 

Important changes have recently started to be 
implemented by the NSW Government as it 
begins to introduce a new Working with Children 
Check (WWCC). This will be phased into our 
sector as of April 1, 2015. 
As of this date any person working on a 
production or a concert that includes children 
will be required to obtain a WWCC.  

 
A Working With Children Check is a 
prerequisite for anyone in child-related 
work in NSW. The new Check covers 
more people, is more comprehensive and 
provides better protection for children 
than the previous model. It is also more 
consistent with other state and territory 
Checks, giving us the starting point for a 
national Check.  
 
A Working With Children Check includes 
a national police check and review of 
findings of misconduct involving children. 
The result is either a clearance or a bar. 
If the outcome is a clearance, the Check 
is valid for five years and may be used for 
any child-related work (paid or voluntary) 
in NSW. Cleared applicants will be 
subject to ongoing monitoring and 
relevant new records could lead to a bar 
and the clearance being revoked. 

(Office of the Children’s Guardian, NSW 
Government, p.1, 2013). 

 
Volunteers are required to have a WWCC, 
however, they are not required to pay any fee. To 
apply for a WWCC, you can complete an 
application form at 
http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/Working-
with-children/Working-With-Children-
Check/apply/-apply. You will then be required to 
take your application number to your nearest 
RMS office for processing. A link to the 
application is also available from our website. 
As an organisation, we will be legally responsible 
for checking that everyone working for the 
Society has clearance to work with children. We 
are also required to exclude any person who has 
not had a check by the necessary time or who 
has a bar. As part of our commitment to our legal 
and moral responsibility, we would urge you to 
make yourself familiar with our Child Safe Policy 
available under the Work Health Safety section of 
our website. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY… 
 

In the last few months we have farewelled two 
very dear and valued contributors to the Society: 

 Dawn Gloria Midson. Dawn passed away 
on Friday 8th August at the age of 83. 
Our hearts go out to her family at this sad 
time. Dawn participated in many of our 
earlier productions in a vast array of roles 
which included principal and ensemble 
parts. 
 
Relatives and 
friends of Dawn 
attended her 
Requiem 
Eucharist which 
was celebrated 
in the Anglican 
Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin, 
First Street, 
Weston on 
Friday 15th 
August. 
 

 Danny Boyd, also a former member and 
valued contributor to the Society, also 
sadly passed away recently. His son, 
Corey, made contact with the Society and 
kindly informed everyone of Danny’s 
funeral which was held on Friday August 
1 at St Paul’s Church in Kurri Kurri. 

 
Both Dawn and Danny will be sorely missed 
and our condolences remain with their 
families and close friends. Their work for the 
Society will not be forgotten and will be 
forever appreciated. May they Rest in Peace. 
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